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Determining the Beginning of Dhohor Prayer Time
Mohammad Shawkat Odeh
International Astronomical Center (IAC)

* Abstract

The paper discusses the determination of the beginning of Dhohor
prayer time. At first, it explains the movement of the Sun in the sky
which is related to Dhohor time, then it lists some juristic opinions in this
regard. After that, it discusses in details what the jurists mean by Sun
Transit (Zawal). Afterwards, the paper shows that Sun Transit (Zawal) is
fulfilled by the increase of the object’s shadow, and it is also fulfilled by
the displacement of the shadow from West to East. Whereas noticing
the incrase of the shadow needs few minutes to be noticed by nakes
eye, the displacement of the shadow from West to East can be actually
noticed within seconds after the center of Solar disk crosses the
meridian. Thus, the paper concluds that Dhohor payer time starts once
the center of the Solar disk crosses the meridian.
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